 Grade Level:  6     Content Area:  World History    Six Week Period:   5     Unit Title: Africa
	Enduring Understanding: Students will understand: how geography has affected the way African societies have developed; how Africans have been affected by their history; how Africa’s cultures differ from place to place; how African governments compare with the United States government; the ways Africans make a living; how Africans struggle to participate in their government’s political process and  how Africa’s relative isolation from the rest of the world affected the use of science and technology.


	Essential Questions:  What are the physical features of Africa? How do humans adapt to their environment? What are the geographic factors and natural resources in Africa? Who were Africa’s first people? What was the European influence on Africa. What challenges have some Africans faced in becoming independent? What are the cultures of North, West, East and South Africa? How has Egypt been influenced by Islam? Compare and contrast rural and city life in Algeria. What is life like in Nigeria for the ethnic groups? What steps has Ghana taken in becoming a democratic government? What are the struggles of Rwanda, Burundi, Kenya, Democratic Republic of the Congo in establishing governments? How has Apartheid affected South Africa?

	Academic Vocabulary:  
Plateau, elevation, escarpment, rift, cataract, irrigate, oasis, savanna, nomad, subsistence farming, cash crop, Quran, pilgrimage, Swahili, city-state, transportation barrier, silt, fertile, tributary, hunter-gatherer, domesticate, fertile, surplus, civilization, migrate, ethnic group, culture, cultural diffusion, cultural diversity, kinship, nuclear family, extended family, plantation, migrant worker, bazaar, fellaheen, terrace, souq, casbah, multiethnic, census, sovereignty, coup, aristocratic, mwami, ganwa, vassal, refugee, harambee, authorization, nationalize, apartheid, discriminate, homeland

	Resources: 
Power points, flipcharts, Stratalogica, web quests, textbook ancillary materials


	Technology Applications:  
Student created Power Points, Web quests


	Assessment Tools:  
Chapter Tests, quizzes, map activities, group activities



